[Demonstration of nosocomial pathogens in the nasal swabs of medical students].
A single examination of nasal swabs of 183 medical students revealed 87 persons (47.5%) being carrier of nosocomial pathogens. Enterobacteriaceae could be isolated in 35 cases (19.1%), Staphylococcus aureus in 62 cases (33.9%). Two different species of nosocomial pathogens were found simultaneously in 10 persons, most frequently comprising Staphylococcus aureus and Enterobacteriaceae. After the first isolation of Enterobacteriaceae control studies of 20 persons done after a 3-week-period could state the primary isolation in 11 cases (55%). The findings indicate the importance of the nose as a reservoir for nosocomial--even gram-negative--pathogens.